Introduction
In recent years, renewed attention has been paid to cavitative events occurring in plants subjected to water stress. This has been a result of the creation of new techniques based on the detection of sounds (Milburn, 1973) or, more reliably, ultrasounds (Tyree and Dixon, 1983) (Scholander et al., 1955; Hammel, 1967; Sucoff, 1969) using an instrument similar to the one described by Sandford and Grace (1985) , slightly modified. Freezing of stem tissues was monitored with thermocouple sensors (type T) connected to a strip chart recorder.
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